
LOCAL PROCEDURE FOR USE OF EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT
DERRIFORD HOSPITAL, PLYMOUTH FOR 

S136 PATIENTS EN-ROUTE TO PLACE OF SAFETY
Person injured or overdosed AND has mental 
disorder or their behaviour is sufficient to cause 

concern


DETAIN UNDER S136 of the Mental Health Act 
and commence Police S136 Mental Health 

Detention Record

Call Ambulance and take to Emergency Department

Police officer or Glenbourne staff to remain with person in Emergency Department until indication 
given by ED staff, as to whether patient is likely to be discharged or admitted to Derriford Hospital

Person medically fit to leave 
Emergency Department

Person in designated Place of Safety 
becomes unwell and requires urgent 

medical treatment at Derriford 
Hospital, prior to mental health 
assessment being completed

Person requires admission to Derriford Hospital.  
 Nurse in Charge determines from Senior Doctor what time person is fit for mental 

health assessment (not fit for discharge) and up-dates Place of Safety Worker
 On-call Manager (Clinical Site Manager on Bp 0355 overnight) is contacted to 

explain S136 information leaflet to patient
 Duty AMHP arranges Mental Health Act assessment 
 Police to remain until outcome of MHA health assessment is determined or hospital 

staff deem the risk to be manageable (including absconding)

Person transferred to Place 
of Safety with Police officer 

Person is violent, dangerous or risk unmanageably high 


Take to nearest custody unit

Devon and Cornwall Police Mental Health Detention Record 
commenced by Police – copies available in ED 

Healthcare worker accepts responsibility for onward care of person, signs Police Mental Health 
Detention Record and assumes responsibility for patient, releasing police officer

Emergency Dept clarify if Mental Health Act Assessment has been requested. If not, 
ED request Place of Safety Worker to arrange S136 MHA assessment via 

Tel 53103 -Glenbourne Unit Co-ordinator  
Tel 34639 – Plym Bridge House Co-ordinator (up to 18 years)

If person is refusing to accept medical treatment, a formal 
assessment of capacity will be undertaken by the hospital 

team, with answers documented in medical notes and the 2-
stage checklist and best interest checklist completed.  If 
deemed to have capacity, person to transfer to Place of 

Safety for mental health assessment under S136 
arrangements.  If deemed not to have capacity, person to 

remain at Derriford and treated under ‘Best Interests



Notes:

 The 72hr timing for a Mental Health Act Assessment starts at the point of detention 
by the Police

 Mental health assessments must be requested in a timely manner, in order for 
patients to be assessed and Police officers released

 The person should receive their mental health assessment when fit for 
assessment and not wait until medically fit for discharge

 ED Consultant can only support the process and is not able to discharge a person 
from the S136

 Intoxication should not delay general assessment process, although may delay 
formal Mental Health Act assessment

 Whilst in the Emergency Department, medication to relieve symptoms should be 
actively considered, including for those under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol 

 Mental health assessment should be undertaken by S12 Approved Clinician and 
Approved Mental Health Professional.  If the S12 Approved Clinician is delayed a 
non-S12 Approved Consultant Psychiatrist may be used.  The reasons why a non-
S12 Approved Consultant is used must be recorded.  The On-call Junior Doctor 
must never be used for the Assessment

 Mental Health Team to continue to provide care and advice whilst finding 
appropriate bed

 Place of Safety Workers will co-ordinate the assessment and support ED staff in 
the management of the patient, until they move to the Place of Safety (Glenbourne 
or Plym Bridge).

 In the event that the Plym Bridge interim facility is not available, due to another 
child being in their extra care area, the CAMHS Place of Safety Worker will attend 
ED, to support the child, until follow on arrangements are agreed.  When CAMHS 
Place of Safety becomes empty/available, the child will transfer to Plym Bridge.

 If a child is in mental health crisis in ED but has not been detained under S136 by 
the Police, they should be admitted to a paediatric bed on Level 12 at Derriford 
Hospital and detained under Section 5(2) of the Mental Health Act.  The CAMHS 
Place of Safety Worker can be contacted for management and advice.  
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